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PMO advises HRD ministry to give full autonomy to 20 'world-class' educational 

institutions 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/pmo-advises-hrd-ministry-to-give-full-autonomy-to-

20-world-class-educational-institutions/articleshow/52947157.cms 

 

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister's Office has advised the human resource development ministry that 20 educational 

institutions the government hopes will attain global excellence standards should be given full autonomy.  

 

Of these, the 10 state-supported institutions are expected to receive public funding of up to Rs 500 crore each. An 

Expenditure Finance Committee note seeking Rs 5,000 crore for these institutions has already been moved. The 

institutes can be existing or greenfield (the latter for private institutions). The PMO had earlier intervened in favour of 

IIMs in the matter of autonomy for the institutions.  

 

For the 20 'world-class' universities, first proposed in this year's Budget, the PMO has toldHRD ministry that even a 

softer version of the regulation as practised by the University Grants Commission (UGC) should be relaxed further.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/pmo-advises-hrd-ministry-to-give-full-autonomy-to-20-world-class-educational-institutions/articleshow/52947157.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/pmo-advises-hrd-ministry-to-give-full-autonomy-to-20-world-class-educational-institutions/articleshow/52947157.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Finance-Committee
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/PMO
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Budget
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/HRD
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/regulation
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Officials who spoke to ET for this report requested anonymity. Questions sent to PMO and HRD ministry did not receive 

any response. ET has learnt that PMO has strongly asked for greater autonomy in even the lighter-touch regulation HRD 

had proposed for these institutions.  

 

HRD's separate rules — UGC (Declaration of Educational Institutions as world Class Institutions) Guidelines — allow 

these institutes to fix their own fees for foreign students and decide salaries for foreign faculty, as well as freedom to 

choose admission procedures. Existing universities don't have such freedom and are guided by detailed UGC rules.  

 

But PMO wants HRD to relax regulations even further and has advised the ministry that the new universities be given 

freedom to determine course structure, course duration, course credits and timetables. PMO also wants easier norms 

on foreign student intake (the ministry proposed that a maximum of 30% foreign students can be admitted) and the 

procedures on hiring faculty.  

 

PMO is also not fully in favour of HRD's proposal that these new universities face a penalty in the event they can't meet 

certain quality parameters in 10-15 years. The PM's office is learnt to advised HRD that the time period must be longer 

for a fair assessment of whether a new university has emerged as world-class.  

 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had announced in the 2016 Budget that "enabling regulatory architecture will be provided 

to 10 public and 10 private institutions to emerge as world-class teaching and research institutions". 

 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/ET
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/world
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/regulations
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Finance-Minister
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UGC on Plagiarism in Academics: Law to curb on cards, Expect ‘No Copy’ in Theses 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/ugc-soon-to-declare-academic-plagiarism-as-a-legal-offence-1467098668-1 

Bringing out the first-of-its-kind law in the education sector of the country, the UGC plans to put an end to plagiarism in 

academia. The punishment for the same will range from a warning to deregistration for a student and dismissal from 

service for teachers. 

Taking the raft of plagiarism charges against students and teachers into consideration, last year, the University Grants 

Commission had made use of anti-plagiarism software mandatory for checking PhD theses. 

According to a senior UGC official, a regulation is prepared to prevent plagiarism in higher education sectors for all 

students including Masters, MPhil, PhD and teachers. UGC ensures intellectual honesty and academic integrity through 

anti plagiarism drive. A source states that level of punishment can be an advisory, letter of displeasure, censure (of 

teachers), etc. Provisions are also included to debar the offender from publishing for a certain period. 

 

IISc scientists demystify lethal form of brain cancer 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-scientists-demystify-lethal-form-of-brain-

cancer/article8781349.ece 

Glioblastoma, a highly aggressive and common form of brain tumour that occurs in adults, is known for being notoriously 

unresectable (not capable of being surgically removed) because to its high-metastasing capacity (the ability to travel to 

different parts of the body), which may involve important regions of the brain. 

But what makes it so aggressively metastatic? The role of a gene called fibromodulin (FMOD), which is among 350 genes 

unique to glioblastoma. 

Researchers in the laboratory of Prof. Kumaravel Somasundaram at the Department of Microbiology and Cell Biology, 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc.), Bangalore, have made progress towards demystifying the biology of glioblastoma with 

their recent work. “We have identified epigenetically regulated fibromodulin as an inducer of glioma cell migration and it 

might serve as a potential target for developing therapeutic strategies in glioblastoma,” said Baisakhi Mondal, a student 

under Prof. Somasundaram. 

The group, in collaboration with the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences and Sri Sathya Sai Institutes of 

Higher Medical Sciences, attempted to find out what makes glioblastoma lethally different from other tumours. They used 

an integrated genome-wide DNA methylation (‘silenced’ state of promoter regions) analysis to compare differences of 

gene expression regulation between an aggressive form of glioblastoma (grade IV) and a lesser grade tumour (grade II). 

The group identified fibromodulin. In normal healthy individuals, this protein is seen in large amounts in connective tissue 

but very little in the normal brain. However, in glioblastoma, FMOD levels increase due to loss of promoter methylation. 

They also conducted experiments which silenced FMOD expression and studied gene sets that were affected most 

profoundly by the protein’s absence. Their analysis revealed that elements of cellular cytoskeleton (proteins which form 

the mechanical structure of a cell) are most affected. This showed that FMOD may be needed for glioma cell migration. 

The group also concluded that fibromodulin may be used as target for therapeutic intervention to improve survival in 

glioblastoma. 

 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/ugc-soon-to-declare-academic-plagiarism-as-a-legal-offence-1467098668-1
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-scientists-demystify-lethal-form-of-brain-cancer/article8781349.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-scientists-demystify-lethal-form-of-brain-cancer/article8781349.ece
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