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Soon, Free Prep Material for II'T-JEE

Govtlikely to
announce launch of
free study material
on August 15

Prachi.Verma:=1imesgroup com

New Delhi: Aspirants to the co-
veted Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (1ITs) and other premier
enginesring Institutes can now
look forward to a readily acoes
sible resource for prepamtion
The government isset (o provide
study material free of cost thro-
ugh various media, including a
dedicated website, YouTube and
three freetoair TV channels to
be launched by Doordsrshan
The launch is likely to be anno
unced on August 15

Themove comes amid concerns
OVEr gZrowing anxiety among stu-
dents regardingentry (o premier
engineering institutes that has
ed toan increase in instances of
sticide among those who fail o
make the cut. Competition
has also led to mushroo
ming of coaching instito.
tes that often charge
lakhsof rupees,

“Anystudent can access
comtent any time of the
day The government
intends o giveequ-
al opportunity toall
students 1o be able
to crack 1I'Ts witho
ut or with mini
mum reliance on
the coaching institu-
tes,” said a senior go-
vernment official,
whodid not wish to be
identified

Hesides content, regu

Inrassignments and tests will be
part of the material, the official
said. In addition, the govern.
ment will launch an 8am to 8 pm
helpline (o answer queries re-
garding the entrance examina-
thon, he saud
“Right now, it is diffi
calt even for the
brightest  student
1o get through 11T
without coa-
ching. Thisiniti-
ative will cer-
tainly reduce
that need.” n
sendor pro-
fessor ol one
of the older
IITs said on
comdition of
anonymity.
A team of at
least 10 noe tea-
chers s being

puttogether for the
Amemay
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project. Effortsare on to pick the
best tenchers from among 1ITs,
Kendriyva Vidyalayas, retirees
and professors, and even faculty
nt privateconchingeentres.

In addition, top 100 JEE rankers
will share tips with aspiring st
dents 10 solve the questions in
less time, another official said

Three free-toair channels to be
Isunched by Doordarshan have
been slotted for 1TTs. mostly the
old ones. Besides, there will be 1i-
vecontent streaming for four ho-
urs daily over DTH and internet
platforms, with the capsule be
ing repeated through the day

“This should reduce stress
asmong students who are aspi
ring forengineering institutes,”
said a professor, who is part of
this programme.

Regular assignments and tests
will be conducted online, partly
on Massive OnlineOpen Courses
or MOOC on “Swayam' platform
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Tribal students from C'garh script lIT success story

Ejaz Kaser
® o ey A ctarty e cam

RAIPUR: As many as 27 tribal
students who live in remote,
Maoistalfocted villages in
Chhattisgarh have deared the
Indian Institute of Technology
(1T entrance exam this year
thanks to o state government
programme called “‘Prayas’.

Prayus’ residoential schoaols
were started inJuly 2010 by the
SLALC ROVOITUNeNT 48 11 expan
slon of the Mukhysmantri
Baal Bhavishya Suraksha
Yojana for children in the most
violent arvas of the state

The successful students arne
today examples of grit and
perseveranoe, but life before
they were picked out by Prayas
was far from ordinary

Sodi Deva, 18, who clinched
rank 1,141, was foreed to move
ot of strifetorn Sukma dis
et o fow years ago bacanse
Maoists destroyed his home

» Chhattisgarh chief minister Raman Singh with the 27 tribal

students who cracked IIT-JEE.

after his family refused 10 send
aowary one of thelr chilldren fon
the rebels’ cause,

“Wo don't wish to be tar
geted by them (Maoists) again,
s0 1 got enrolled in Prayas,
which offered me pasitive rein
forcement and realistic bench

NT PHOTO

marks on where I stand,”
Devatold HT.

At Prayas, exceptional
students are hundpicked from
schools across various Maolst
alfected and tribal districts
based on thelr academic per
formance till Class 10, They

are groomed to exos ncom
petitive exams. Betwoeen 2012
and 2015, nine of its students
made It to 11T, but this year's
results have been a pleasant
surprise — 27 students cloared
the exam In addition to more
than 150 others who qualified
for different engineering insts
tutes neross India

For o majority of these
students, the residential
schools are also home. “Back
home, there {s only an envl
ronment of fear and despalr
S0 we thought its better we
shonld come to meet our son,
Ravindra, in Ralpur.” sald
Budhram Mourya, a
resident of Lohandiguda
in Bastar ditrict.

The Prayas schools contin
ue to find and groom talented
students from rmemote villages
in Maotst-adTocted areas of the
state. As for the engineers-to-
be, they are gearing up for
the challenges ahead

PMO advises HRD ministry to give full autonomy to 20 ‘world-class’ educational

institutions
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/pmo-advises-hrd-ministry-to-give-full-autonomy-to-
20-world-class-educational-institutions/articleshow/52947157.cms

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister's Office has advised the human resource development ministry that 20 educational
institutions the government hopes will attain global excellence standards should be given full autonomy.

Of these, the 10 state-supported institutions are expected to receive public funding of up to Rs 500 crore each. An
Expenditure Finance Committee note seeking Rs 5,000 crore for these institutions has already been moved. The
institutes can be existing or greenfield (the latter for private institutions). The PMO had earlier intervened in favour of
[IMs in the matter of autonomy for the institutions.

For the 20 'world-class' universities, first proposed in this year's Budget, the PMO has toldHRD ministry that even a
softer version of the regulation as practised by the University Grants Commission (UGC) should be relaxed further.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/pmo-advises-hrd-ministry-to-give-full-autonomy-to-20-world-class-educational-institutions/articleshow/52947157.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/pmo-advises-hrd-ministry-to-give-full-autonomy-to-20-world-class-educational-institutions/articleshow/52947157.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Finance-Committee
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/PMO
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Budget
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/HRD
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/regulation
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Simpler Norms

WHAT MINISTRY PROPOSED

10 public and 10 private
institutions to be selected as
‘world-class’ by empowered panel

To be | Free to admit
governed | foreign students,
by SeDarate { foreign faCU|ty
setof rules | and iﬂdUStry pros
be withdrawn

WHAT PMO WANTS ~

GREATER NO COURSE
autonomy duration

Must achieve global quality
benchmarks in 10-15 years:
failing which status may &

COMPLETE specifications

freedomfrom NO PENALTY
regulatory clause in case
regime standards unmet

Officials who spoke to ET for this report requested anonymity. Questions sent to PMO and HRD ministry did not receive
any response. ET has learnt that PMO has strongly asked for greater autonomy in even the lighter-touch regulation HRD
had proposed for these institutions.

HRD's separate rules — UGC (Declaration of Educational Institutions as world Class Institutions) Guidelines — allow
these institutes to fix their own fees for foreign students and decide salaries for foreign faculty, as well as freedom to
choose admission procedures. Existing universities don't have such freedom and are guided by detailed UGC rules.

But PMO wants HRD to relax regulations even further and has advised the ministry that the new universities be given
freedom to determine course structure, course duration, course credits and timetables. PMO also wants easier norms
on foreign student intake (the ministry proposed that a maximum of 30% foreign students can be admitted) and the
procedures on hiring faculty.

PMO is also not fully in favour of HRD's proposal that these new universities face a penalty in the event they can't meet
certain quality parameters in 10-15 years. The PM's office is learnt to advised HRD that the time period must be longer
for a fair assessment of whether a new university has emerged as world-class.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had announced in the 2016 Budget that "enabling regulatory architecture will be provided
to 10 public and 10 private institutions to emerge as world-class teaching and research institutions".


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/ET
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/world
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/regulations
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Finance-Minister
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UGC on Plagiarism in Academics: Law to curb on cards, Expect ‘No Copy’ in Theses
http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/ugc-soon-to-declare-academic-plagiarism-as-a-legal-offence-1467098668-1

Bringing out the first-of-its-kind law in the education sector of the country, the UGC plans to put an end to plagiarism in
academia. The punishment for the same will range from a warning to deregistration for a student and dismissal from
service for teachers.

Taking the raft of plagiarism charges against students and teachers into consideration, last year, the University Grants
Commission had made use of anti-plagiarism software mandatory for checking PhD theses.

According to a senior UGC official, a regulation is prepared to prevent plagiarism in higher education sectors for all
students including Masters, MPhil, PhD and teachers. UGC ensures intellectual honesty and academic integrity through
anti plagiarism drive. A source states that level of punishment can be an advisory, letter of displeasure, censure (of
teachers), etc. Provisions are also included to debar the offender from publishing for a certain period.

[1Sc scientists demystify lethal form of brain cancer
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-scientists-demystify-lethal-form-of-brain-
cancer/article8781349.ece

Glioblastoma, a highly aggressive and common form of brain tumour that occurs in adults, is known for being notoriously
unresectable (not capable of being surgically removed) because to its high-metastasing capacity (the ability to travel to
different parts of the body), which may involve important regions of the brain.

But what makes it so aggressively metastatic? The role of a gene called fiboromodulin (FMOD), which is among 350 genes
unique to glioblastoma.

Researchers in the laboratory of Prof. Kumaravel Somasundaram at the Department of Microbiology and Cell Biology,
Indian Institute of Science (l1Sc.), Bangalore, have made progress towards demystifying the biology of glioblastoma with
their recent work. “We have identified epigenetically regulated fiboromodulin as an inducer of glioma cell migration and it
might serve as a potential target for developing therapeutic strategies in glioblastoma,” said Baisakhi Mondal, a student
under Prof. Somasundaram.

The group, in collaboration with the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences and Sri Sathya Sai Institutes of
Higher Medical Sciences, attempted to find out what makes glioblastoma lethally different from other tumours. They used
an integrated genome-wide DNA methylation (‘silenced’ state of promoter regions) analysis to compare differences of
gene expression regulation between an aggressive form of glioblastoma (grade 1V) and a lesser grade tumour (grade l).
The group identified fibromodulin. In normal healthy individuals, this protein is seen in large amounts in connective tissue
but very little in the normal brain. However, in glioblastoma, FMOD levels increase due to loss of promoter methylation.

They also conducted experiments which silenced FMOD expression and studied gene sets that were affected most
profoundly by the protein’s absence. Their analysis revealed that elements of cellular cytoskeleton (proteins which form
the mechanical structure of a cell) are most affected. This showed that FMOD may be needed for glioma cell migration.

The group also concluded that fibromodulin may be used as target for therapeutic intervention to improve survival in
glioblastoma.


http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/ugc-soon-to-declare-academic-plagiarism-as-a-legal-offence-1467098668-1
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-scientists-demystify-lethal-form-of-brain-cancer/article8781349.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-scientists-demystify-lethal-form-of-brain-cancer/article8781349.ece
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Centre hikes fees for

NIT, IISER courses

NEW DELHI: After the IIT fee
hike, the human resource
development (HRD) minis-
try has approved a proposal
of the National Institutes of
Technology (NIT) council to
raise the fees of these educa-
tional institutions from 70,000
to 1.25 lakh per annum.

In a separate decision, the
ministry has also decided to
hike the fees of the Indian
Institutes of Sclence Education
and Research (IISER) from
RU5.000 per semester 1o 25,000
per semestor: The changes will
be applicable for new students.

“A decision has been taken to
ralse the fees at NITs for under-
graduate as well as post-grad-
uate courses for which 70,000
was charged. Now the students
will have to pay 125 lakh per
vear for these courses.” said a
senior HRD official,

A total fee waiver for the
differently-abled, students from
the Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) com-
munity and those belonging to
familles with annual income
less than R lakh has also
been approved. Students from
families with annual income less
than 35 lakh will also be entitied
to a fee walver of two-thirds the
amount.

There are 31 NITs in the coun-
try, including Srinagar Manipur,
Pama and Goa among others,
The HRD minlstry had hiked the
fees for 1ITs from V0,000 to 22
lakh per year recently.

LAST DATE FOR
NEET-Il FORM
SUBMISSIONS

NEW DELHLE Aspiring
medical candidates, who want
to st for National Eligibility-
curvEntrance Test (NEET)-I
on July 24, will have to submit
their applications iatest by
June 25, A statement, issued
by Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) that vel
conduct the examination,
road: "As per the ordars of
Supreme Court of India on
NEET and the Ordinance
promulgated by Goveenment
of India, CBSE will conduct
NEET-11 on 24th July, 2016
(Sunday), CBSE has launched
the agplications on 26 May,
2016 anc 25 June, 2016 is the
last date. Al the desirous con-
didates are informed to apply
online for the same within
the dee time Imit" HTC

“For NITS too, the concessions
given for ITT students have been
approved,” sald o senior official.
The decision regarding the HSER
fee hike was taken at a meeting
chaired by HRD minister Smriti
Irani on Thursday. “The foe hile
will only be for new students
who will tanke admission this
year and not for those who are
already studying.” a senior offi-
clal sald, Officlals added that the
fee has been hiked 1o provide more
resources to these Institutions so
that the highest quality of educa-
thon can be provided to students,
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